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Presidents Report 

Congratulations to Garry Munday for being awarded 
a Heritage Grant from RAHS to publish his Armidale 
Road book. The grant is enough to print 100 copies and 
this publication will be a valuable addition to our local 
history. 

Following the exhibition of photographs at South 
West Rocks "Peeps Into the Past", I also arranged a 
photographic exhibition on the tragic sinking of the 
Noongah 50 years ago off Smoky Cape. A memorial 
service was arranged for Sunday 25 August for this 
event, thanks to Tiana Adamson and Corrine Boon, 
with support from the Maritime Union of Australia. 
I attended the ceremony at the Noongah Memorial, 
Smoky Cape, which was,very moving as descendants of 
some of the 21 seamen lost spoke of their experiences 
and feelings. The Museum had a display of photographs 
and newspaper pages at the reception afterwards, once 
again at the South West Rocks Surf Club. 

I responded to the Kempsey Museum Economic 
and Tourism Strategy paper and said we would be 
interested in running the Visitor Information Centre 
(VIC) full time. Kempsey Shire Council have said they 
will review the VIC after June 30 next year. I believe 
we could run it with three or four more volunteers one 
of whom would be a front office manager. 

The children's open day (Pirates Theme) was a 
resounding success with over 70 children attending. 
Thanks to all who helped Lee out on the day. 

Our Treasurer, Barbara Loughran, attended a workshop 
on governance and board training for Not-for-profit 
organisations held in Kempsey on 3 October. 

We will soon need to migrate our IBM computer 
network from Windows 7, for which support ceases in 
January: We are already beginning to have issues. It is 
proposed to upgrade to Windows 10 and this will be a 

major expense as most computers will need replacing. 
At some further stage, our Filemaker Pro 12 platform 
for our databases will also need updating. There are 
currently no suitable grants available for us to purchase 
computer hardware. 

We are always on the lookout for new volunteers so if 
you or someone you know is interested in volunteering 
with our Society, please complete an Expression of 
Interest —Volunteering form from our website or at the 
Museum. There are a variety of interests catered for 
including front desk, researching and writing family 
and local history, gardening, photography, cataloguing, 
conservation, maintaining archives and children's 
educational programmes. No experience is necessary 
as full training will be given. 

Our popular 2020 Calendar is now available for sale 
from the Museum and several selected outlets in 
Kempsey. The theme this year is Transport and the 
price is the same as for the previous year - $8.00. These 
usually sell out very quickly so make sure you get in 
quick. 

As this will be the final Newsletter for the year I would 
like to wish all of our members and volunteers a safe 
and happy festive season and thank them for their 
support during the year. 

Phil Lee 

Museum Report 

Donations for the month included items relating to 
Edgar and Joyce Brown —books, newspapers, badges 
and records; a Rex Newell painting of the old brickyard, 
a folder with the history of the Comara Post Office and 
a Rolls Razor in mint condition in original packaging. 
We also received a bundle of newspaper articles and 
photographs from Stephen Martin, relating to the 
service of his father Charles Martin OAM in Kempsey 
Ambulance. 


